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ASSOCIATION FOR PROMOTING SECONDARY 
EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND, 



On Saturday afternoon, the 10th Kovember, the Second 
Aanual Meeting of the Association for Promoting Secondary 
Education in Scotland was held in the Koyal Scottish Society 
of Arta' Hall, 117 George Street. Amongst those present were 
— the Earl of Elgin, Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Lord Roay, the 
Hon. Mr. Brace, Principal Sir Alexander Grant, Bart. ; Sir 
James Gardiner Baird, Bart, ; Sir John Don Wauchope, Bart. ; 
Mr. Eamsay, M.P. ; Professor Blackie, Professor Geikie, Pro- 
fessor Cram Brown, Professor Lorimer, Professor Calderwood, 
Mr. T. G. Murray, W.S. ; Dr. John Miur, Mr, Charles Scott, 
advocate ; Mr. David Smith, W.S. ; ex-BaUie Millar, Mr. W. J, 
Meniriea, W.S. ; Dr. Donaldson, Mr. A. C. Sellar, Dr. Ross. Mr. 
Maurice Paterson, Professor Laurie, Honorary Secretary, etc. 

On the motion of Sm Alexahdeb Gbant, the Jjirl of Elgin 
was called to the Chair, 

The Noble Chairma.n said, that his first duty was not a plea^ 
aant one— namely, to intimate that Sir Edward Colehrooke, the 
President of the Association, was unable to be present on 
account of the state of his health. 

PnoPEssOR Lacrie (secretary) said, that letters of apology 
had been received from Sir G. Graham Montgomery, M.P. ; Sir 
William Stirling-Maxwell, K.T., M.P. ; Sir John Forbes Clark; 
Sir James Fergusson, Bart.; Sir Robert Anstruther; Mr. A. 
Campbell Swinton, Rev. Principal Douglas, Dr. Anderson 
Kirkwood; Mr. Grant Dufl", M.P.; Mr. Dalrj-mple, M.P.; 
Mr. Campbell Bannerman, M.P. ; Professor Mackay, Mr. C. S, 
Parker, and the Rev. Dr. Scott, Edinburgh. He then read the 
following Report by the Executive Committee: — 

At the Annual Meeting of the Association held on November 
3, 1876, the instructions to the Executive were contained in 
the following resolutions, which were unanimously carried : — 

L " That the Executive Committee be instructed to keep 
before Government the necessity of dealing with Scottish 
Educational Endowments," 
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II. " That it is desirable that the Universities should provide 
a curriculum for teachers, and that the Executive Committee 
repi-esent this to the Education Department." 

III. " That the Executive Committee represent to the Educa- 
tion Department the importance of taking more effectual means 
to maintain the standard of education in Public Schools, in 
accordance with the 67tli section of the Education (Scotlajid) 
Act." 

I. With respect to the first point : it will be in the recollection of 
the Association that an influential deputation waited, by appoint- 
ment, on the Duke of Bichmond and the Home Secretary in May 
1876, with a view to press on the Government the importance 
of early legislative action on the subject of Educational Endow- 
ments in Scotland ; and they were assured by Mr. Cross that the 
Government were seriously impressed with the importance of 
the question, and that he trusted they would be able to deal 
with Scottish Endowments in the ensuing session of Parliament 

In reply to a subsequent communication from your President, 
reminding the Home Secretary of the answer they then received, 
he was informed by Mr. Cross, early in the year, that the 
subject was not lost sight of, that he was in communication 
with the Lord Advocate upon it, but that of course the question 
would arise which of several urgent Scotch measures should be 
taken up first. The question was renewed by your President on 
the meeting of Parliament in February, and as it appeared from 
the reply that there was no prospect of any Bill being introduced 
until other Scottish measures should be disposed of, your Presi- 
dent, after consulting with the Executive Committee, gave notice 
of a motion on going into Committee on the Education Estimates, 
with a view of drawing the attention of the House of Commons to 
the urgency of the question. These Estimates were not brought 
forward till late in the year, and your President was unfortunately 
laid up at the time by the effects of a serious accident ; and it 
was not possible for any member to take up the notice at that 
stage. A short and informal discussion was, however, raised by 
Mr. Playfair during the debate on the Estimates ; but owing 
to the lateness of the session, no further opportunity was offered 
for renewing the discussion. 

It is now for consideration what further steps should be 
taken to urge on Government the importance of dealing 
with this subject without delay. It is nearly three years 
since the Eeport of the Endowed Schools Commission was 
published; and the interest which their Eeport excited has 
not been lessened. Your Executive Committee believe that 
all attempts to initiate measures for the promotion of the 
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Higher School Eduoation Id Scotland will fail to attract ade- 
quate support, 80 long aa it ia believed that existing endow- 
ments are not bo usefully applied aa they might be. Nor is 
the desire to extend the benefits of these endowments confined 
to those who are unconnected with their present administration. 
On the contrary, the trustees of almost all the more important 
Funds in Scotland have shown themselves desirous to take 
action. Prior to the issue of the Endowed Schools Commis- 
sion of Inquiry in IST^, the Trustees and Managers of the 
following Institutions applied for, or bad under consideration, 
achemea for their improvement and extension : — 

Heriot's Hospital, Edinburgh. 

The Trades Maiden Hospital, Edinburgh. 

The Orphan Hospital, Edinbui^h. 

Gordon's Hospital, Aberdeen. 

Sehaw'a Hospital, East Lothian. 

Stiell's Hospital, East Lothian. 
Action had also been taken, but without practical issue, by 
tile Trustees of the Stirling Hospital Funda. Since the Eeport 
of the Royal Commission on Endowed Schools and Hospitals 
was published, the Trustees of the Buchanan Society, Glasgow, 
and of Anderson's Institution, Elgin, have either drafted 
schemes or sought powers to do so. The Trustees of the Waid 
Trust, Anstruther; the Trustees of Wallacehall, Dumfriesshire; 
of Brooklands Institution, Kirkcudbrightshire ; of the Philp 
Trust, Fifeshire ; of Spier's Trust, Ayrshire ; and indeed of the 
great majority of the more important Truata. have suggested 
Schemes of improvement. The Trustees ef the chief Glasgow 
Endowments sent an influential deputation to the Lord Advocate, 
last winter, to lay before him their desire for Parliamentary 
powers with a view to reforms. Among other bodies, such as the 
Milne Bequest, and Gordon's Hospital, Abe i dee n, there have been 
movements with a view to extend and improve the administration 
of these Tiusts. The Society for Propagating Christian Know- 
ledge has recently instituted a system of bursaries to Secondary 
Schools for the beneht of Highland and Island students, which, 
aided by the action of other voluntary boilies, cannot fail 
to be beneficial. Hutchison's Hospital, Glasgow, has already, 
under a private Act, carried out an important measure. From 
these indications, we may infer that in other quarters, where 
no definite action has yet been taken, there is a strong desire for 
extended powers, which has been held in abeyance oidy because 
it was expected that some action would be taken hy Govern- 
ment. Indeed, it may be said with truth, that the trustees 
of Scottish Endowments, repreaeuting four-fiftlis of the total 
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value of those not y«t reformed (excluding minor bequests 
belonging to those schools, elementary or secondary, that 
are not dependent on endowments for their maintenance), 
wish to obtain Parliamentary powers to enable them to 
extend the benefit of the Trusts committed to their chaise. 
In view of so general and strong a concurrence of opinion, it 
seems to your Executive Committee that the whole question 
shoiUd be again urged upon Government, as one demanding and 
deserving immediate attention iu the interests of the Higher 
Education of Scotland ; and they are the further encouraged to 
do so by a casual reference to this question in the recent report 
of the Education Department for Scotland. In their Lordships' 
remarks on the operation of that portion of the Code which refers 
to the higher branches of instruction, the following passage 
occurs, indicative, we think, that they too are awaiting a decision 
as to the mode in which these funds should be dealt witli : — 
" The national system of education introduced since the Act of 
1872 was passed, has not yet been worked out universally, nor 
do we know what decision will be come to with respect to the 
future administration of the very large funds available for 
secondary instruction, whether on an independent basis, or iu 
connection with the Elementary Schools of the country." 

II. The second of the instructions received from the last 
General Meeting of the Association has not ceased to occupy 
the attention of your Committee. It is evident that the main- 
tenance of the Higher Instruction in " Public" Schools {and this 
designation includes all statutory schools in Scotland save four- 
teen or fifteen) must depend on the qualification of the teachers 
trained for the pubhc service. Tlie movement by the four Univer- 
sities to obtoin, iu the first place, a recognition of their D^ree as 
qualifying for a Public School when the graduate has satisfied 
Government as to hia knowledge of the principles and art of 
teaching and of his practical skill, received eveiy support from 
your Committee ; and they understand that the Education De- 
partment propose to concede this point, 

A scheme for a two years' curriculum of University study, 
to be taken by Queen's Scholars in lieu of all save the pro- 
fessional part of their training in Normal Schools, was also 
submitted to Government by the Universities. At a meeting 
of the Committee held and attended by many influential mem- 
bers, this subject, amoi^ others, was taken up, and in April a 
Memorial was addressed to the Duke of Eichmond, in which 
they said :— " While the Committee recognise with pleasure the 
encouragement which the Scotch Education Department have 
lately given to Queen's Scholars to attend classes iu the Uuiver- 
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aities aa part of tlieir training, they would uij;e tliat a geueral 
University training, entered upon only aftor proved capacity to 
benefit by it, and after evidence of a sound knowledge of the 
common subjects of instruction, shoiUd, if accompanied by a 
knowledge of the methods and practice of teaching, be directly 
acknowledged as a fitting system of training for the better class 
of public schools, This might be effected, if the Department 
arranged with the Universities for a curriculum of teacliing, or 
accepted a diploma from, or graduation at, the Uuiversitiea, 
without further examination, as sufficient to qualify for a public 
BchooL" Your Committee have pleasure in reporting that the 
Education Department have made an important concession, 
which, while it does not grant all that the Universities desired, 
cannot fail, if faithfully worked out by the Training College 
authorities, to have a most beneficial effect on the education of the 
country. The number of Queen's Scholars whom the authorities 
are permitted to send to a course of University instruction is now 
limited to those who, in the words of the Committee's Memorial, 
Lave given evidence satisfactory to the Education Department 
of "capacity to benefit by it." Those candidates for admission 
to Training Colleges, who have thus satisfied the Department of 
their fitness, may be sent to the Universities for a two years' 
curriculum of three classes each session. They will be drawn, 
your Committee understand, into the full work of the Normal 
Schools only after the University session is over. This scheme 
is already, we are glad to say, in operation, and although only 
about 26 per cent, of Queen's Scholars have been returned by 
Government as fit for a University curriculum, in one or more 
departments of study, there can be no doubt that when the 
country becomes generally alive to the advantages offered so 
liberally to those intending to prepare themselves for the 
teaching profession, the proportion of candidates who will 
come up qualified to satisfy the Education Department of 
their fitness in Classics and Mathematics will be largely in- 
creased, especially as the Code now requires pupil-teachers to 
study at least one language during their apprenticeship. A 
step of vital importance has thus been taken in the interests of 
the Higher Instruction of the country. 

III. With regard to the third point on which the Executive 
Committee were desired to make representations to the Educa- 
tion Department, they have to refer to the Memorial, a copy of 
which will be found in the appendix to this report, and which 
they submitted to the Lord President in support of the views 
expressed at the General Meeting of the Association, 

The point which your Committ«e tliought it their duty to press 
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on the Department in furtberanee of theae views was, that all 
payments for " special," that is, higher subjects, should be made 
upon couditionB which would offer a fairer remuneration than 
e)dsts at present for work done by the teacher. Your Committee 
did not feel it to be part of their duty tg suggest a preference for 
one class of siibjects over others, or to distinguish between the 
claims of physical science and the classical or other languages. 
1 1 apj>cared to them that there was danger, under the present rela- 
tivescaleofremuneration, that some classes of subjects might be 
comparatively neglected, and the tone of the Higher Instructiou 
lowered, and the intention of the Department in offering this 
extra remuneration for higher teaching be practically defeated. 

It is obvious that an equal balance between the different 
branches of instruction may be maintained, either by differ- 
entiating payment, as suggested by the Board of Education, 
that IB by offering higher rates of remuneration for certain 
classes of subjects which require more labom- on the part of 
both teacher and pupil, with graduated payments for advanced 
students, or by requiring that the standard of qualification should 
be raised in those subjects which require leas preparation, so as 
to place them all on a level. Some such plan as tiie last named 
has, your Committee understand, been under the consideration 
of the Education Department. They do not offer an opinion 
as to the relative merit of one or other of these plans, but unless 
greater equality be preserved in the rate of remuneration there 
must be danger of the standard of teaching being lowered, 

A renewed representation was made to the Education Depart- 
ment on this subject by your Committee when it met in London 
towards the end of the last session of Parliament, and your Presi- 
dent, and one of the Vice-Presidents, were instmcted to wait on 
the Secretary of the Department, and urge the view expressed in 
the Memorial. We do not gather from the report of the Educa- 
tion Department, which has lately been made public, that it 
is yet contemplated to make any change in the Code in this 
direction, but as the Department admits that " some changes 
may hereafter be found necessary," it is for the Association 
to consider whether another representation should not be 
addressed to it on this subject. The Committee would direct 
attention to the remarks of the Board of Education for Scotland 
on this subject, which are quoted below.^ 

' From these uid other oonBiderations, we beg Dgatn reBpectfaUj to ni^ 
upon your Lordahips the recoDBideratioii of wer^ parts of the Code for 
Srotisnil. In the draft articles which ire mbmittod in April 1S73, aoBt of 
which have beea aabaeqaently adopted by joar Lordshipir, thero wore three 
Buggeatiooa which have oot been accepted, bnt which we think experience , 
hoi linee shown to be advisable. 
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The Bursary Fund, for facilitatmg the trausference of promis- 
ing boys from Primary to Secondary Schools, has not yet received 
any appreciable support from the public. But the subject ia one 
which cannot fail to command the sympathies and co-operation 
of country School Boards, as soon as the existing rural endow- 
ments have been utilised. Until this is done it is not pro- 
bable that much will be accomplished by private benevolence. 
The example set by the Society for Pi-opagating Christian 
Knowledge is one which will ere loi^, we do not doubt, be 
followed by the trustees of other Funds. 

The question of a curriculum for High Schools, brought 
forward at tlie last General Meeting of the Association, has 
received a practical solution in one case at least. The Dundee 
High School for boys and girls followed the old habit of 
charging separate fees for each subject, and allowing the parents 
to choose instruction for their children. The Directors of thia 
important Institution felt that it properly belonged to them to 
prescribe such a course of instruction aa would secure a thorough 
education for the young persons committed to their charge. 
They have accordingly organised a curriculum for both boys 



Ifi. We reoommBaded under Article 31a o( the Coile nn ucendiag acala 
ot gruiti for the stngei in Schedule IV. This ref;iil>tit)ti might give rethsr 
more trouble In the way of accounts, but we think that tbo wlucatioDal 
advantage! to be obtained would be well voith that additional trouble, as it 
is BO very important to enuourage uiaaters and pupila not to stop short in the 
study of a subject after the firit stage, which can be learoed with com- 
parative ease, and bj itself is valueless. The addition to Article 21 made 
bfyonr Lordsbiiis in the Code of 1877, which enact* f-le) that "a scholar 
may not, after being examioed in the first stage of a subject, change that 
anbject for another," will not, we fear, be a sufficient safeguard against this 
practice, though it would form ao admirable supplement to a graded scale 
of grants for the successive stages of specilic subjects. 

2c/. We restricted our •'■[wciftc subjeots" to LangungPS and MathematiM. 
It is unnecessar; to repeat what w» have stated in former reports on tUl 
point, but wo are still of opinion that Languages and Mathematics should 
have a money preference over the other easier and leea educative snbjecta 
iDcladed in Schedule IV. Indeed, it will only be a more correct way of 
putting it, if we ash that Languages and Mathematics be pbcod on an 
equality with the easier of the speeiQo lubjvcts. At present, grants can be 
obtained by a few weeks' work in English Literature or Science, which could 
not be earned, without many months' hard labonr, in Latin, French, Greek, 
or Matbematica. 

3cl, We submitted a scheme of training for pupil-teach era, more intel- 
lectual tban thai adopted by the Department. We still think that the 
subject of the training uf school teachers requires careful atteation. No 
adjustment of the inducements for teaching higher subjects can arait to 
prevent the steady depression of these subjects, and of the character of the 
schools in Scotland, unless meaaares are at the some time taken to provide 
• sufficient number oE teachers fully qualified to instruct their pupils in the 
higher branches of oduoation. 
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and girls, which, so far from being felt by parents to be an 
infringement of their rights, has been accepted by them as a 
guide. The High School has opened this year with more hope- 
ful prospects than ever. 

Arrangements were made to have a day set apart for discuss- 
ing the objects of the Association at the recent meeting of the 
Association for the Promotion of Social Science in Aberdeen* 
Papers were read by Sir Alexander Grant, Professor Black, 
and Professor Laurie, and an interesting discussion followed, 
from which your Committee derived much encouragement 

Your Committee have only further to add, that they have, by 
the wide gratuitous circulation of the Report of last year's 
proceedings (1200 copies of which have been distributed in 
various parts of Scotland), and by a similar distribution of 
the Memorial laid by them before the Education Department, 
endeavoured to interest every part of the coimtry in the work 
in which they are engaged. 

T. E. COLEBEOOKE, President. 
, S. S. LAUEIE, Han. Se(yretary. 

Edinburgh, Novtmber 1877. 



APPENDIX. 

Memorial to His Grace the Duke op Richmond, 
Lord President of the Committee of Council on 
Education for Scotland. 

m 

The Executive Committee of the Association for Promoting 
Secondary Education in Scotland, in accordance with resolutions 
passed at the Annual Conference of the Association, held in 
Edinburgh on the 3d November 1876, respectfully represent to 
the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education for Scot- 
land, that while the Committee are sensible of the benefits 
which have accrued to Education by the Act of 1872, and of 
the increasing attention to the special subjects included in the 
Code, they desire to point to the fact that the remuneration 
otfered in the Code for the different classes of subjects is not 
arranged on a scale to encourage scholars to qualify themselves 
for the various professional studies in the Universities. The 
special subjects included in the Code require diflferent amounts 
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of preparation, and a tendency exista, Ixitli among the teacliera 
and the scholars, to select those suhjecta which require the 
smallest preparatory labour. Undue preference is given to 
subjects in which a superficial proficiency is easily attained, 
and which ought probably to form part of the ordinary school 
■work; whereas the more difficult subjects, which require time 
and labour, such as Latin, Greek, Modern Laiiguages, and Ma- 
thematics, are comparatively neglected, thouj^h they are, for the 
most part, essential to professional study as pursued at the 
Universities. 

The connection between the Universities and the primary 
schools has been peculiar to Scutlaud, and has been of especial 
value in the rural districts, in which a sufficient supply of effi- 
cient secondary schools does not exist. While the promotion 
of secondary schools in populous centres b a leading part of tlie 
programme of this Association, and wliile the establisliment of 
a system of bursaries to enable promising scholars from the 
rural districts to proceed from the primary to the secondary 
schools would greatly extend the utility of these secondary 
schools, the Committee would point out that the connection 
between the schools and the Universities, or even the higher 
classes of secondary schools, cannot be maintained, and promis- 
ing scholars cannot be produced in the primary schools, unless 
increased encouragement is given in these schools to the study 
of the mom laborious and (under present arrangements) less 
remunerative among the special subjects. 

The Committee have observed with satisfaction that the 
number of scholars who have passed in special sul^jects since 
1874 is largely on the increase — the number having risen from 
4000 in 1874 to nearly 19,000 in 1876. But it is still small 
in comparison with the increase in the school attendance, and 
an examination of the figures proves that the preference given 
to the easier branches is developing year by year, and, it is 
feared, with this result — that the average of attainment possesseil 
by students who pass direct from the schools to the Univer- 
sities is not so high as it was in former years. The Commit- 
tee attribute this falling off in the attainments of the students, 
partly perhaps to the operation of the Code, but chiefly to the 
fact that teachers of late years have little resorted to the Uni- 
versities for the whole or a part of their training. The reports 
of recent examinations in the Church of Scotland Training 
Colleges {vide Appendix XI. of the Tlurd Report of Uie Board 
of Education for Scotknd), which it is understood differ in no 
essential respect from other Training Colleges in Scotland, show 
that not more than 20 per cent, of the pupil -teachers who have 
been in attendance on the public schools for five years, and 
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thence have come to the Training Colleges, have any sound 
knowledge of the elements of Latin. While the Committee 
recognise with pleasure the encouragement which the Scotch 
Education Department have lately given to the Queen's scholars 
to attend classes in the Universities as part of their training, 
they would urge that a general University training, entered 
upon only after proved capacity, to benefit by it, and after evi- 
dence of a sound knowledge of the common subjects of instruc- 
tion, should, if accompanied by a knowledge of the methods and 
practice of teaching, be directly acknowledged as a fitting sys- 
tem of training for the better class of public schools. This 
might be effected, if the Department arranged with the Univer- 
sities for a curricidum of teaching, or accepted a diploma from, 
or graduation at, the Universities, without further examination, 
as sufficient to qualify for a public schooL 

The Committee are well aware that the Lords of the Com- 
mittee of Council are anxious to carry out the provisions of the 
Act, which enjoined that the standard of education should not 
be lowered, and that the provisions of the Code have been 
framed with this object. They have indicated the direction in 
which they think some strengthening of the educational system 
might be desirabla A class of University-trained teachers 
might be trusted with a more intelligent appreciation of school 
work, and encouragement might be given to the more difficult 
and laborious of the special subjects. Highly qualified teachers 
would feel a pride in teaching the subjects which they know, 
and would be less likely to aim at merely winning money for 
any subjects which are the easiest to teach. 

T. E. COLEBEOOKE, President. 
ELGDf, I Vict- 

A. CAMPBELI^SWlNTOJf, ] Presidents. 



Edinburgh, AprU 9, 1S77. 



The noble Chairman, in moving the adoption of the Eeport, 
said he felt the disadvantage he was under from the ab- 
sence of the President, who could have stated more fully than 
he was able to do all that had taken place since the meeting 
last year. The Eeport showed that the Association had not 
been absolutely id^e. Certain casualties which he believed 
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very often occurred in the House of Commons rendered it im- 
possible to bring thia question so prominently Irefore the pub- 
lic iis they could have wished. They could, however, have this 
consolation, that this Scotch question had not suffered much 
greater disadvantage than many other Scotch questions in the 
last session of Parliament. They would have noticed that a 
remark was made the other day in a great meeting held in 
Edinbut^h, that one of the things which interfered with the 
dealing of this question in Scotland, although it had been dealt 
■with in the way in which they desired in England, was a cer- 
tain doubt whether opinion on this subject was perfectly unani- 
mous or not. He did not venture to say that it was unani- 
mous ; but it appeared to him that there waa rather an unneces- 
saty feat on the part of some local bodies with regard to the 
mode in which this question is to be settled. He should think 
it would be a great benefit to the country if this Association 
could by its action in any way contribute to doing away with 
what they considered was a very unnecessary fear ; but he waa 
sure it was not the object and wish of any one connected with 
this Association to in any way affect the proper lights and 
wishes of local interests in auy of the endowments they desired 
to deal with. The dealing with these endowments was the 
business that must occupy them first. It seemed to him that 
waa the great stumbling-block in the path of forward move- 
ments for the establishment of higher-class schools in the conn- 
try. They foun^ that large sums, amounting he believed to 
£180,000 a year, which were available for Educational pur- 
poses, still remained in an unreformed condition. Upon this 
matter he must say that he had seen with some regret recent 
discussions in certain places throughout the country, as if there 
was a tendency to regard tlds fund as a public one, which it 
would be unjust and inexpedient to deal with except in the 
interests of one class which is called the working class. It 
appeared to him that public funds of that nature ought not 
to be devoted to any one class in the community, and that if 
it were the object of thia Association to deal with the matter 
'n that fashion, which perhaps might be imputed to it 
n some quarters, it would be a very evil principle for it to adopt. 
It was said that the establishment of the higher-class schools 
was to benefit not the poor but the rich. He could not him- 
self regard it in any such view. It had been remarked lately 
that all the offices of the State were open to every one within 
it. He quite saw that that was the case, but at the same time 
it appeared to him that the longest step in the ladder waa that 
which came from the Elementary schools to the University, and 
that none suffered more from the absence of due provision for 
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that rung in the ladder than the artisan classes. He thought 
they might notice with very great satisfaction the statement in 
the Report that the desire to have the Scottish endowments put 
on a proper footing was not confined to those outside the bodies 
who had to deal with the administration of these funds. It 
was most important, and the only way in which he supposed it 
could be satisfactorily dealt with was that the trustees of these 
funds should themselves be willing to take action in reference 
to their improvement. With regard to the second point of the 
Report, which dealt with the provision of a University curricu- 
lum for teachers, he had noticed that there was a disinclination 
on the part of some rural School Boards to take the same view 
of the question that they did. He thought they would have to 
do their best to educate the opinion of the country on that point, 
for there seemed to be an inclination to think that a graduate 
of the University was not exactly the person to appoint to teach 
children their ABC. With regard to the teaching of higher 
subjects in the Elementary schools, he quite admitted that in 
certain districts it was the only thing they could look to ; but, 
at the same time, he would not be honest did he not confess 
that his own opinion went in the direction that any provision 
of this kind alone would be quite insufficient for what they 
wished. It appeared to him that unless in all the most im- 
portant centres Higher-class schools, separate from the Ele- 
mentary schools, were established, they should not have that 
missing link between the Universities and 'the Elementary 
schools which they wished. 

LoBD Balfour of Burleigh seconded the motion. He said 
that he must echo the Chairman's regret at the absence of the 
President of the Association, as it would have fallen to him to 
have given a much more exhaustive account of the inner work- 
ing of the Committee than was presented within the four comers 
of the Report. However, he might be allowed to compliment the 
noble Chairman on the excellent substitute he had made. He 
thought that the members of the Association had much to con- 
gratulate themselves upon, and especially in regard to the first 
point. They found that this question had passed through all 
the phases which it fell to the lot of questions to go through. It 
had been referred to a Commission, and reported upon by them. 
It had been brought before the Government, and its importance 
had been admitted by them, although it had suffered that delay 
from which no matters, however important, it would seem, were 
free, when they concern Scotland. Its importance had evidently 
come home to those bodies which would be most affected by it, 
and it was therefore no mere form of words to say that it was a 
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question absolutely ripe for solution, and that all that they had 
to do now was to gather the fniit which had grown during Uie 
agitation. Some of these bodies were taking measures to set 
their houses in order. ^Vhile that was satisfactory in one point 
of view, it rendered it not the less necessary, however, that they 
should keep a watch on the nature of the schemes which these 
bodies might put forward. They would require to be watched, 
in order to see that they did not take away with one hand what 
they were giving with the other. Many of them were popularly 
constituted bodies,* and, as the Chairman I'emarked, many of 
the working classes thought that tlieae trusts were founded ex- 
clusively for their benefit, and that any interference with them 
was an interference with their rights as a class. He thought 
that with regard to the second point of importance in the 
Eeport it was eminently desirable that the widest field for the 
education of our future teachers should be opened up ; and that 
while it might not be necessary that a man who was to teach 
the first rudiments of education in the primary schools should 
be a graduate of the University, surely uo one would say that 
it was a disqualification. And it would be a gi'eat additional 
qualification, seeing that in many of the country districts he 
would have to teach the higher branches of education. The 
third point brought up in the Eeport was the standard of 
education in the Public Schools. He most cordially agreed 
with the remarks that fell from the Chairman on that point. 
It could not be that the higher education was to be carried on 
entirely aa a branch of the Primary Schools ; but there were 
many districts throughout the country in which the making the 
higher education a branch of the Primary Schools would be the 
ordy way whereby it would be brought within reach of the 
majority of the population when thinly scattered in large 
districts. He was not there to say that the system in use 
before the recent Education Act was passed was perfect; but 
he thought that all present would agree with him, and he 
thought that the people of Scotland were beginning to see, 
that matters had been carried too far in the way of exduding— 
for it was nothing else — the liigher education from the Primary 
Schools. The code was at first framed as if it had been for the 
purpose of excluding that education, and he welcomed most 
cordially the backward steps made by the department in recent 
years towards giving greater encouragement to Secondary 
Education in the Primary Schools. He thought that if some 
one or other of the sclienies which were indicated in the Report 
wertt taken up by the Board of Education, they would have aa 
an Association still further cause for congratulation, inasmuch 
as it would be concealed that they had done much to bring this 
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of a revision of the Code in the interest of higher education 
contains some remarks which appear in our Eeport, and which 
I regard as very important, as proceeding from the Ministers of 
the Cix)wn at the head of this important department. I cannot 
but regard the language here used as an invitation to us, before 
we press for changes in the Code, to urge the question of a 
revision of endowments. Now this is exactly what we have 
been doing. The first act of the first meeting of your Committee 
was to approach the Government by deputation, and we have 
renewed the question again and again. We have received 
strong assurances that they are alive to its importance, but the 
question is put of priority or urgency. Since the Education 
Department has pronounced on the urgency we may hope some- 
thing may be done, but let us not stand with our arms folded. 
At a meeting of the Executive Committee held in LondoA in 
June, it was the general opinion that we should for the present 
confine ourselves to this one thing, and make it the principal 
work of the Association, because it stands in the way of every- 
thing else. I deeply regret that I was prevented by a severe 
accident which laid me up for several weeks, towards the end 
of the session, from bringing the question before Parliament ; 
but it has really not suffered by the delay, for it has received 
the endorsement of the highest authorities. Now, how does the 
question stand ? As regards urgency, we have repeated assur- 
ances from the Government ; as regards priority, one at least of 
the Scotch questions which blocked the way has passed ; another, 
the question of I'oad reform, is in course of solution, but it is 
not one that can command the interest which this does. I 
say there is not a decent excuse for further delay. I do not 
believe that any Scotch member will be found to oppose the 
principle we are contending for, and which has now been in 
operation in England for many years, and under which I find, 
from the recent report of the Charity Commission, that schemes 
have passed through Parliament and received the assent of the 
Crown, to the amount of £185,000 — that is more than the value 
of the endowments of Scotland reported upon by the late Com- 
mission. Parliament is not asked to endorse all the recommenda- 
tions of that Commission. I believe they will stand the test of 
discussion. From their nature they are general, and may admit 
of modifications when they come to be applied to each several 
case. But what we do ask is that the duty of revising and sub- 
mitting to Parliament provisions for the improvement of these 
different institutions shall be referred to some commission in- 
vested with powers not less than those now in force in England, 
and that their proposals shall be submitted to the decision of 
Parliament." 
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in this country, it was difficult for a schoolmaster to thiok 
himself a gentleman. Overwork and under pay for Bchool- 
masters had been the rule in this country for the last two 
hundred years. 

Professor Calderwood said that the Chairman had very 
appropriately referred to the circumstance that the endowmente 
were ofleu in the hands of popular bodiGS, and through mis- 
management they often became the subject of popular agitation. 
It seemed to him of importance in regard to Secondary Education 
if they could enlighten the public mind as to the relation of 
these endowments to the general education of the country. He 
referred to Edinburgh as best known to those present. It was 
aurely a serious mistake and great hindrance when the working 
classes were led to suppose that such endowments were endow- 
ments of a class in which they had vested interests, and when 
translated, meaning vested interests aa relating to mere Primary 
Education, He thought there could be no greater mistake in 
regard to the interests of the working classes and of the whole 
country than that they should be contending alone for Primary 
Education. What we wanted for our city in the interests of 
the working classes was a Secondary School, from which they 
would obtain all the advantages that the other classes got in 
the higher schools. They were contending against their own 
most important interests when they held that these endowments 
were alone for primaiy instruction. He hoped that something 
would he done to get them to widen their views as to the im- 
portance of Secondary Education, and to ask for a wider use of 
those endowments. It was obvious that Primary Education 
would certainly be provided for in the city for aU classes ; and 
he thought that if there was anything specially to be desired for 
the working classes of the city, it was that such use of the en- 
dowments should be secured as to place witliin their reach 
Secondary Education as well. 

The Skchetary then read the following extract from a paper 
sent by Sir Edward Colebrooke : — 

" But there 13 a previous question that stands in the way of 
these and all other meaaurea. Until the public know to what 
extent they may look for aid by a better application of many 
educational endowments which exist in Scotland — some of 
which are doing very little good, and others positive mischief, 
and occupying ground which may be better filled — private 
action is paralysed, and public action is paralysed. Opinions to 
this eflect were expi-esaed at our last meeting, and they have 
received unexpected support from a higher quarter. The recent 
Beport of the Education Department in discussing the question 
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adoption of the Eeport, he wished to explain, in one word, that 
in nothing he said did he desire that any rights any class might 
have in funds or in endowments should be taken from them. 
All he wished to point out was that he regarded Secondary 
Schools as of equal or more advantage to the class to which he 
referred. 

The motion for the adoption of the Eeport was thereupon 
agreed to. 

Sir James Gaediner Baird then moved — '' That a deputa- 
tion be appointed to wait upon the Lord Advocate, to bring be- 
fore him the importance of dealing with Scottish Educational 
Endowments." He thought that if they assured the Lord 
Advocate that action for reform of these Endowments was likely 
to receive that warm support which had been mentioned in the 
I)aper written by Sir Edward Colebrooke, and read to the meet- 
ing by Professor Laurie, the matter would not be long delayed. 

Principal Sir Alexander Grant, in seconding the motion, 
said that the question about the redistribution of endowments 
was one that was certainly now matured for consideration and 
discussion on the part of Government and for action in Parlia- 
ment. That view was corroborated by the passage which Sir 
Edward Colebrooke quoted out of the Report of the Education 
Department, saying that they were waiting before they consi- 
dered what changes they should make on the Educational code 
until this question should be decided of how the very large 
funds available for Secondary Education in the country were to 
be dealt with. With that statement made by an official de- 
partment of the Government, he was sure they would be justi- 
fied in urging the matter upon the Lord Advocate, and that he 
would be glad to hear them. A word of explanation that had 
fallen from the Chairman relieved his mind very much, because 
if it were possible to say that this Association had in view the 
rights and the claims of the middle classes as against the poor, 
he for one would ask to be excused for taking part in any such 
a measure. What was said by Professor Calderwood put the 
question in its true light, which was, that the working classes 
had been misinformed, had been badly advised, when they had 
been made to think that any proposal about readministering 
ancient institutions was made against any privilege, prerogative, 
or vested right that they possessed. It was not so at all. It 
was rather a question whether those ancient endowments were 
to be used merely to relieve the pockets of wealthy ratepayers 
without giving the poorer classes, whom they were intended to 
benefit, one single advantage which they would not have had 
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otherwise. It was a question whether their wise and Uberal- 
mittded founders of aucient days would be pleased if they could 
rise now and see that the funds which they meant to be a great 
boon to the country were being applied ia a way which pro- 
duced no good except as relie\'ing persons of taxes which ^ey 
were very well able to pay. But, as Professor Calderwood so 
well pointed out, these endowments, if turned to their full 
effect, would be a source of the very greatest advantage to the 
working classes. They would constitute those ladders from the 
lower strata of society to the Universities and higher professions 
which had been so often called for ; and if these endowments 
were well utilised, it was not only those who would receive the 
boon as a charity from them who woiild be benefited. Take the 
instance of the way in which endowment was worked in the 
Fettes College. There they had an endowment founded for 
the relief of a particular class — decayed gentry. In that col- 
lie the endowment is so worked that not only are a considet^ 
able number of this unfortunate class very much benefited, but 
a splendid education is open to those who are well able to jiay 
for it, and do pay for it He did not say that in redistributing 
endowments for the working classes they should imitate Fettes 
College in the way of teaching nothing but Latin and Greek ; 
but he said they should open to the poor the facility of getting 
instruction in such subjects as would be most valuable to them 
in every department of learning — such as technical instruction, 
and information in every branch which would be usefiU a£ most 
enabling them to rise in life. With the distribution and use of 
those endowments, nr the witliholding of them, those who had 
the authority over them should remember the words of the wise 
man of Scripture, " There is that giveth and yet increaseth ; 
there is that withholdeth, and it tendeth to poverty." By the 
holding back of these revenues from an enligJitened use the 
country had been so far greatly impoverished. He was con- 
vinced that this question was not only a very important one as 
regarded this Association, but that it was really one of the most 
important questions that could be mooted for the future welfare 
of Scotlp.nd- He was sure that the Lord Advocate would be 
willing and ready to hear what they had got to aay on the sub- 
ject. He trusted that the question would be laid fully before 
him by the deputation, and that the result would be some 
action taken in the next session of Parliament. 
The resolution was thereupon agreed to. 

Professor Laurie then moved — " Tliat it be remitted to the 
Executive Committee to consider the desirableness of communi- 
cating with the County Associations in Edinburgh and Utasgow 
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on the subject of County High Schools/' These Associations 
had, he said, exercised considerable Educational influence in 
the counties with which their * members were connected ; and 
he thought that if they had brought before them the objects of 
this Association and the desirableness of having in every 
county a well-equipped High School, these other Associations 
would probably co-operate with them, and exert a great deal of 
influence on local authorities in the way of securing the further 
development of High Schools, and their institution where they 
do not exist. 

Professob Cbum Brown seconded the resolution; which 
was also adopted. 

Mr. a. C. Sellar then moved — " That the Executive Com- 
mittee, the President, Vice-Presidents, and Honorary Secretary 
be reappointed, with an addition to the Committee of Lord Eeay, 
Sir James Gardiner Baird, the Eev. Professor Calderwood, Mx. 
T. 6. Murray, and Mr. Maurice Paterson, Eector of the Edin- 
burgh Free Church Training College." It was impossible, he 
observed, to say too much of the way in which their honoured 
Chairman, whose absence they all regretted exceedingly, per- 
formed the work which had fallen to him; and without the 
assistance of their able and indefatigable Secretary he did not 
know how they should have got on at all Of those mentioned 
in addition to the Committee, four lived amongst them, and 
they knew how valuable their work was in whatever depart- 
ment they choose to exert themselves. The fifth was a noble- 
man who had just returned to his native country, and the 
country of his ancestors — Lord Eeay. He had made a most 
distinguished mark on the Educational history of Holland, and 
he (Mr. Sellar) thought the Association might be congratulated 
on the fact that Lord Eeay had offered to place his services at 
their disposal 

Dr. Donaldson seconded the motion ; which, like the others, 
was carried with acclamation. • 

On the motion of Mr, Murray, a vote of thanks was accorded 
to the Earl of Elgin for presiding, and the proceedings termi- 
nated. 
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This Association is formed with a view to remedy the de- 
ficiencies in Secondary Education in Scotland. Those doficiuo- 
cies have been specially pointed out iu the Reports iif ancoi^ssivo 
Boyal Commissions recently published, and in the Itt>iM>rt of tlio 
Board of Education presented to Patiianienl laat Session. 

While provision has beeu made for I'riniary Education bv 

the Education (Scotland) Act, 1872, and whilo tho four Um- 

veraities have largely developed their means of instnielion, tho 

Secondary Schools, which form a link intenncdiato hi-twocu tho 

Public Primary Schools and the Universitiea, are, wiUi some 

escceptions, in an unsatisfactory atate aa regards both roaouretis 

j and curricula of study, whilo at the same time there is a j{row- 

I ing tendency to neglect the higlier inalructiou in the Public 

I Primary Schools themselves. 

I Tiie object of this Association is to extend and imprnvn tlio 
1 Secondary Education of Scotland, bo aa to sec\ire tho beneflta of 
' higher instruction to all classea of the community. 
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I would revive a cualom which produced such important 
reaulls in Scottish Education, when a largo number of parishes 
in Scotland supported selected Students at the Universities. 
In order to cany out this object, it is proposed to raise a 
special Bursary Fund. Surplus Subaeriptioua, after defraying 
expenses, will be applied to this pui^pose. 

The Association would direct attention to the fact that, 
while the total amount of Endowment available for the PuVilic 
Secondary Schoolu recognised under the Education Act is less 
than £4000 per annum, the total amount of Endowment in 
Scotland (exclusive of University Funds), the greater part of 
which is available for the purposes of Education, amounts to 
nearly£lT5,000 per annum. A considerable proportion of this 
sum is concentrated in Edinburgh. 

The Association aims at encouraging and assisting the Trus- 
tees and Governors of these Scottish Endowments to utilise 
and apply them so that they may be made more available for 
the purposes of Secondary Education than they are at present. 
With this view the Association would press upon the Govern- 
ment the necessity of legislation to improve the Endowed In- 
stitutions in Scotland, and to further the promotion of schemes 
for the best application and administration of Educational 
Endowments. 

The Association would also hope to be of service to those 
Trustees or Governors who are desirous of making alterations 
in the Institutions under their charge, by assisting them iu 
the preparation of schemes, or otherwise as occasion may 
arise. 

The Association would further desire to serve as a medium 
through which private benefactors, wlio may wish to render 
service to the cause of higher education, may convey donations 
or bequests. 

While these are the chief objects which the Association is 
desirous to promote, many matters of collateral interest would 
necossarily come .up for considemtion from time to time. 
Among these may be mentioned — (1.) Tlie question of obtain- 
ing aid from public money, i.e. money raised by taxes or rates 
for Secondary and Univeisity Education. (2.) The question 
of obtaining increased Parliamentary grants for higher subjects 
in Public Schools. (3.) The question of the proper position 
of science teaching in Public Schools. (4.) Tlie questions em- 
braced by the subject of Technical Education, and the like. 
As these are points upon which differences of opinion exist, 
the Association will treat them as "open questions" until 
public opinion becomes matured in regard to them. 
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EULES OF THE ASSOCIATION FOE THE PEOMOTION 
OF SECONDARY EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND. 



OBJBCT AND ORGANISATION. 

1. The object of the Association is the Promotion of Second- 
ary or Higher Education in Scotland. 

2. The Association shall consist of Ordinary Members, Cor- 
porate Members, and Associates. 

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. 

3. Any person who pays an Annual Subscription of One 
Guinea, or a Life Subscription of Five Guineas, to the Funds 
of the Association, shall be an Ordinary Member, and have the 
right of attending and voting at all Meetings. 

4. Any Public Body paying to the Funds of the Association 
an Annual Subscription of Two Guineas, shall be a Corporate 
Member, and shall be entitled to nominate two representatives 
to attend the Meetings and vote. 

5. Any person who pays Five Shillings per Annum to the 
Funds of the Association shall be an Associate, but shall not 
have a vote at the Ordinary Meetings. 

6. The Annual Subscription is payable in advance on the 
first day of January in each year. 

ADMINISTRATION AND GENERAL MANAGEMENT. 

7. A President and Vice-Presidents shall be elected annually, 
and shall hold ofi&ce until the appointments for the following 
year are made. 

8. The administration and general management of the affairs 
of the Association shall be vested in an Executive Committee, 
acting in the name and on behalf of the Association. The said 
Committee (nominated in the first instance by the Provisional 
Committee) shall remain in office until the first Annual Meeting 
of the Association, the Members forming it being eligible for 
re-election. The Executive Committee shall regulate their 
quorum and mode of procedure. 

9. A Treasurer and Honorary Secretary, who may be Members 
of the Executive Committee, shall be respectively appointed by 
the Executive Committee. 

10. The Treasurer shall have charge of all moneys paid by 
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Members or others on account of the Association, or for any of 
its purposes, and shall make such payments as are sanctioned 
by the Executive Committee. The accounts of the Association 
shall be made up at the end of December in each year, and 
after being duly audited, shall be appended to the Annual Se- 
port to be issued by the Executive Committee. 

11. The Honorary Secretary shall have the custody of all the 
books, papers, and other documents of the Association, and the 
conduct, conformably with instructions firom the Committee, of 
the business of the Association. 

ANNUAL AND OTHER MEETINGS. 

12. An Annual Meeting shall be held in such place, and at 
such time^ as may be appointed by the Executive Committee. 

13. The Executive Committee shall have power to call a 
General Meeting of the Association at any time. The Meetings 
to be convened by circular. 

14. All questions taken into consideration by a Oeneral 
Meeting of the Association, or by the Executive Committee, 
shall be decided (unkss otherwise provided by the Bules for 
the time being of the Association) by a majority in number of 
the Members present and voting thereon, and the Chairman 
shall have a casting vota 

Edw. Colebbooke, PrmderU. 
S. S. Laurie, ffon. Secretary. 

EDiimnROB, Afarch 18, 1876. 



Address on hmness of the Association — 
Professor S. S. Laurie, 
Nairne Lodge, 

duddingston, 

Edinburgh. 
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M.P. 
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son, Bart, K.C.M.O. 
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C.B,, M.P, 
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M.P. 
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The Hod. Lord Shand. 
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Sir George Douglas, Bart., M.P. 
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M.P. 
*8ir William Stirling MaxweU, 
Bart,, M,P, 
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Sir John Don Wauchope, Bart., 
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M.P. 

J. W. Barclay, Esq., M.P. 

William Barrack, Esq., LL.D., 
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D.D., Glasgow. 

Rev. Professor Calderwood, LL.D., 
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Charles Cameron, Esq., LL.D., M.P. 
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burgh. 
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*iL Cajneron Cowui, E«q.. E^din- 

DoD^ Crawford, Esq., Advotnle, 
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Robert Willinn Duff, Eaq., M.P. 
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Rev. Prof easor Eellaud, M. A. , Edin- 
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Andrew Lang, Esq., EA.. lute Fel- 
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Peter M'l^gnn, Esq., M.P. 

Johu Marshall, Esq., B.A. Oxoo., 
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Alexander Martin, Esq., LL.D., 
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Alexander Uathesoo, Esq., M.P. 
Profaior Meiklfjohn, M.A., SI. 

A BiireKW. 
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Peter Miller, Esq., Edinburgh. 
Rev. Professor MilUgan, D.D,, 
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Edinburgh. 
Professor Muirhead, Edinburgh. 
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Ernest NoeL Esq., M.P. 
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